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can use as a deadly weapon, but we have put it there for the
best possible use. So we have to be meticulously careful
about every part of the wheel. Then and then only will it
produce fine music and spinning will be a true sacrificial
act.
"But this kind of sadhanay you will say, may take thou-
sands of years. It may take some a thousand years, and it
may take some others only one year. Don't think that, if
in spite of my 50 years' practice of it I am still imperfect,
it must take you many more. years. No, there is no rule of
three here. You may succeed quicker than I. I meant what
I said to Prithwisingh: 'You had at any rate the violence
of the brave. I had nothing of it. Now if you believe in
cultivating non-violence of the brave, you will do so much
more quickly than I, and you will leave me behind.' This
applies to every one of you. In South Africa I was the first
to learn shoemaking, and so I taught it to others. But
those others soon left me behind. It was because I was a true
teacher. Now if I am a true teacher of Ahimsa, I am sure you
will soon leave behind your teacher. If that does not happen,
it will only mean that I was an unfit teacher. But if my teach-
ing fructifies, there will be teachers of Ahirnsa in every home.
"I want to know how many of you are with me. If
none goes with me, I am ready to tread my path alone.
For I know that I can never be alone as God is there with
me. You are all companion sadhaks (seekers) with me, I am
old, but you have many years before you. And yet let me
tell you that I do not feel the weight of my years. I do not
think my power of growth or capacity for research has
come to an end.
"So you have to go forth and find out how many
actual believers in Ahimsa there are among Congressmen.
The Working Committee members are your representatives.
If they were mistaken in assessing the faith of their electors,
you have to correct their judgment. My position was diffe-
rent from theirs. I consider myself a confirmed representa-
tive of Ahimsa and so I severed my connection with the Con-
gress in 1934. I could not help doing it. If I had not done
so, I should have been untrue to my creed.    "

